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Germany. Sheis currently a Ph.D. student, in the research
group of Johannes Messinger, at the Max-Planck-Insti-
tute for Bioinorganic Chemistry, Mu’lheim (Ruhr),
Germany. She is doing research on photosynthetic
oxygen evolution.

Marja Hakala received her M.Sc. degree in Plant
Physiology in 2001 from the University of Turku,
Finland. She continues her post-graduate studies at the
same university, under the guidance of Esa Tyystjavi,
in the Plant Physiology and Molecular Biology section.
She is working on a new, manganese-mediated mech-
anism of Photosystem Il photoinhibition.

Matt Johnson graduated with a B.Sc. in 2003 in
Biochemistry from the University of Shef eld, UK. He
is currently working on his Ph.D. thesis, in the research
group of Peter Horton, at the Robert Hill Institute for
Photosynthesis Research, University of Shef eld. He is
doing research on plants which over-expressf-caro-
tene hydroxylase.

Natalia Krupenina graduated with an M.Sc. in 2005
in Biophysics from Moscow State University, Russia.
Her thesis was on “The effect of electrical excitation
on pH banding and photosynthetic activity in Chara
coralline cells.” At the moment, she is working on her
Ph.D. in Biophysics, in the research group of Alexan-
der Bulychev, at Moscow State University. She is
working on photosynthesis and cell membranes.

Chavdar Slavov graduated with a B.Sc. in Molecular
Biology and an M.Sc. in Biophysics in 2005 from So a
University, Bulgaria. He is currently working on his Ph.D.
thesis, in the research group of Alfred Holzwarth, at the
Max-Planck-Institute for B ioinorganic Chemistry, Mul-
heim (Ruhr), Germany. He is doing research on excitation
energy and electron transfer processes in Photosystem I.

Fig. 1 (Left to Right): Katrin Beckman, Chavdar Slavov, Irina
Tolstygina, and Matt Johnson

Irina Tolstygina obtained her M.Sc. in 2003, in
Microbiology from Rostov State University, Russia.
She is currently a Ph.D. student, in the research group
of Anatoly Tsygankov, at the Institute of Basic Bio-
logical Problems, Russian Academy of Sciences,
Pushchino, Russia. She is doing research on hydrogen
photoproduction by green algae.

For abstracts presented by the above winners, see
the Book of Programme and Abstracts, published by
the Russian Academy of Sciences 2006. Figure 1
shows a photograph of four of the winners, and Fig.2
shows the other two with one of us (Govindjee) and
Eva-Mari Aro (President of the International Society
of Photosynthesis Research; see Aro et al2006.

We end this report with a photograph of Suleyman
Allakhverdiev, coordinator of the Conference (Fig. 3)
and of Jim Barber with one of us (AT), his associate in
research since 1972 (Fig4).

Fig. 2 (Left to Right): Natalia Krupenina, Eva-Mari Aro,
Govindjee, and Marja Hakala

Fig. 3 A 2006 photograph of Suleyman Allakhverdiev, coordi-
nator of the Conference
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Allen JF (eds) Discoveries in photosynthesis. Advances in
photosynthesis and respiration, vol. 20. Springer, Dordrecht,
pp 283-301

Russian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Basic Biological
Problems (2006) International Meeting “Photosynthesis in
the Post-Genomic Era: Structure and Function of Photo-
systems”, 20-26 August, 2006, Programme and Abstracts,
NIA-Priroda, Moscow, 309 pp [K. Beckman, p. 188; M.
Hakala, p. 244; M. Johnson, p. 246; N. Krupenina, p. 254; C.
Slavov, p. 181; I. Tolstygina, p. 220]

Aro E-M, Golbeck JH, Osmond B (2006) A message from the

Fig. 4 A 2006 photograph of Jim Barber and Alison Telfer International Society of Photosynthesis Research (ISPR).
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